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world, where their commands are really at variance,
is the way to be neither respectable, nor good, nor
happy. Continue to be ever aware of your own ra-
dical corruption and habitual weakness. Indeed, if
your eyes be really opened, and your heart truly
softened ; if you " hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness,1'' rising in your ideas of true holiness, and prov-
ing the genuineness of your hope by desiring " to
purify yourself even as God is pure;" you will be-
come daily more and more sensible of your own de-
fects, and wants, and weaknesses ; and more and
more impressed by a sense of the mercy and long-
suffering of that gracious Saviour, "who forgiveth
all your sins, and nealeth all your infirmities.1"
This is the solution of what, to a man of the
world, might seem a strange paradox; that in pro-
portioij. as the Christian grows in grace, he grows
Humility also in humility. Humility is indeed the
enforced, vital principle of Christianity; that princi-
ple by, which from first to last she lives and thrives;
and in proportion to the growth or decline of which,
she must decay or flourish. This first disposes the
sinner in deep self-abasement to accept the offers of*
the G-ospel: this, during his whole progress, is the
very ground and basis of his feelings and conduct in
relation to God, his fellow-creatures, and himself:
and, when at length he shall be translated into the
realms of glory, this principle shall still subsist in
undiminished force: lie shall " fall down, and cast
his crown before the Lamb; and ascribe blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, to him that sitteth
upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for over and
ever." The practical benefits of this habitual lowli-
ness of spirit are too numerous, and at the same
time too obvious to require enumeration. It will
lead you to dread the beginnings, and fly from the
occasions of sin; as that man would shun some in-

